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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

This building has elements of the Federal style but the
architectural features are very simple indicating that the original
use of the building was utilitarian. The three story brick form with
smaller windows in the uppermost story is typical of the Federal period
mercantile buildings constructed in Newburyport's Market Square after
the devastating fire of 1811.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the community)

The early history of this building is not known. It was most
probably built shortly after the great fire that leveled Newburyport's
business district in 1811. 2t that time a law was passed stating that
all substantial buildings constructed in the downtown area must be
built of brick. In the next twenty years the Market Square District
was rebuilt in brick. This building was probably used by the merchants
of Newburyport and could have hcused offices or storage space. In 1872
the building was used as a shoe shop. Today the structure is divided
into three apartments and two stores.
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