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sryle Federal

Architect Unknown

Exter ior wa11 fabric Brick
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ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe irnportant architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within comnunity)

This building has elements of the Federal style but the
architectural features are very simple indicating that the original
use of  the bui ld ing was ut i l i tar ian.  The three story br ick form with
smaller windows in the uppermost story is typical of the Federal period
mercanti le buil-dings constructed i-n Newburyportrs Ivlarket Square af ter
the devastat inq f i re of  1811.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in Iocal or state history
and how the buildinq relates to the develoDment of the comrnunitr ')

The ear ly history of  th:-s bui ld ing is not known. I t  was most
probably buil t  short ly after the great f ire that leveled Newburlzportrs
business distr j -ct  j -n 1811. At that  t ime a iaw was passed stat i  ng that
al l  substantial bui idings cons+Lructed in the downtown area must be
buil t  of brick. In the next twenty years the Market Sguare Distr ict
was rebuil t  in brick. This building was probably used by +-he merchants

, of Newburyport and could have hcused off ices or storage space. In L872=4 the building was used as a shoe shop. Today the structure is divided
into three apartments and two stores.
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