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ARCHITECTUML SiGNIFICANCE (describe irnportant arehitectural features and

evaluate in terms of other buildings Hithin cornnunity)

This house was buil t  during the f i-rst quarter of the eighteenth

century.  I t  was probably or ig i ia l ly  constructed as a smal ler  house'

possibly of fsur niys, yt ln an add.it ion made later in t ire
aan.Frrr-rz The building *"i-originally clapboarded but now ha-s a covering
UEtlLs!J.

of asbestos shingles.  This holse has an Lar ly form with a Eambrel  roof

and a symmetricai facade. The present d'oorway has l- i t t le detai l  and

has been altereo since ttre turn of the twentibth centurl i  wheir the door

was f lanked by Doric pi lasters support inE a simple entablature' Accoroing

to John J. Currier there was at one t ime a painting., in a parrel over one

of t i re f i r "p i"c"s in th is house. I t  depict ld a "ministerrs meett"?^^: :U,

HISTSRICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role ownets played in IocaI or state historytvvrru' 
/

and how the building relates to the developrnent of the cornn':nity)

on May 23, 1726, Thomas Brown, Jr .  yeoman and.butcher,  conveyed to

John l ,owel i ,  a 'house, barn,  and two acres of  land in Newbury'  Tlrs

narr:el on Fj-sh (now State) 
'  
Street had previously been owned by Edmund

Greenleaf.  Greenleaf is-" t fpo="d Lo hive bui l t  the house l -ater acquired

by John Lowell.

John Lowell was born in Boston in L704. He graduated from Harvarc

in 1721 and at the 
-9. 

oi lwenty-two ne was ordained the f irst mir: ister

of  the Third par ish of  N-wbury. '  Estal- l ished in i72o. t i : is  par ish woul-d

be known as"The First ReligioiLs Society of Newburyport ' t  after t ire

incorl: , :rat ion of Newbutf i ;+ Ln L754. Reverend r,bweli l ived in the house

on state street unt i l  h i l  death in l -767, At that  t ime L'rrve1l 's son John

norrneel lor-at- law occupied ihe house and continued -uci do so unti l  L77L

when it  was sold to Patrick Tracy, merchant of Newburyport '  - 
Thg ycunger

Lowell then buil t .  a targe-fto*. oi-t ' f f igi.  Street novr known as the Lowell- '

Johnscn hcuse.

in l-??1 state street was widened and' Tracy erected a hrrick house

naw. the public Li-brary on the site of the Lowell hsmesteai' The garnbrel

roofed holre was mo\/ed to Temple Street at ttrat time

In:851 the LOweIl hOuSe was ovrneci kry George FLn-z' Fitz was a

eocpeJ: an,i owned several houses in th;t:  a:: ia" f i tz owned the house unti l-

the 1i370's,  I t  was later owned b: 'Greenleaf Dodgee a Calpenter who also

ownei sernerai houses in the south End. Dcdge had a business on Ferry

lvnarr "
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE ICON"INUSD)

a mountai"n scene. Unfortunately, this panel was removed. from the house
and sent to James Russell  LoweLl in Canbridge, Mass"

The house itself remains an exceptional example of NewburlportIs
Colonial architecture,


