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ARCHITECTUR{L SIGNIFICANCE (describe inportant archi tectural  features and
evaluate in terms of other bui. ld i-ngs within conmunity)

This house is a good example of  the three story Federal  homes bui l - t
in Newburyport  around the turn of the nineteenth century. Th9 house is
three stoi ies in height wi th a hipped roof.  The archi tectural  detai i
is  minimal and concentrated in the f ront entrances and the cornice moulding"
Thc r innrwarzs retain some of their  or ig inal  detai i  but  t i re f lanking p-:- Iasters

have been iemoved and the fani ight and door have been replaced on the i2
sJ-roncr strcsl  s ic1e. The or ig inal  design is shov.rn in a pirctograph in Howel ls

book, The 'A'rchi tec+-ura1 Heri tagq of 
"he 

Merr imack'  T'he ulrper si-de of the
house Eas @ffi'i nfltE-miGGTdenrh centurl'. This half
of the house has also been resided with asphal t  shingles.

HISToRICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in 1ocal or state history
and how the bui lding relates to the development of the conmunit i ' j

In 1851, th is house was owned by Joseph l { i ison and John Balch.  I^ l i lson

was a wood carver credi ted wi th the carvinEs that once graced the Lord
Timothv Dexter mansion on High Street in 180].  The-ce s-.atues represented
George Washington, Thcmas Jefferson, and John Ar larns as rael l  as other
notables.  according to John Mead Howel]  s,  Wi lson also carved an eagle for

Saint  paul 's Church and the bishop's mitre,  which was r ' laced o- ler  t i re al tar .

t { i lson owned the lower hal f  of  th i -s house, then }0 -qtrong Street.  Hi .s

business was located next door at  B Strong Street,  Joseph Wilson was in
partnership wi th his son Albert  in the f j - rn of  Joseph l ry i lson and Son.

fn 1851, John Batch owned the upper s ioe of  th is house, then L2 Strong
Stree*, .  Balch was an agent for  the Bart let t  Steam Mi} Is.

I t  appears that 10 St: :ong Street remai ned in the inl i lson f  amil1 '  unt i l

L9A4. At that  t ime Mary R. l t i lson sold th is hal f  of  the house to
Don D. Sargient.

In !872 Wii l iam H. Swap, master mariner,  was the propr ie+-or of  L2
Stronq Street"
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