
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICAfICE (describe irnportant architectural features and
e.,'aluate in te:rrs of other builciings within corununity)

This house is an excellent example of the Georgian homes buiLt
in lriewburyport during the second half of the nineteenth century. Notable
architectuial f,eatures are the gambrel roof, favored because it proviCed
extra room in the att ic story, the classical-1y inspired v.r indow caps, and
the front d.oorwalz. The front entrance is typically Georgian, flanked
b1z Doric pi lasters.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICAI1CE (explain the role owners played in 1ocaI or state history
and how the building reJ.ates to the development of the cmurnity)

The original owner of this house is unknown' B1z 185f i t  was
owned by a physician, Dr. Henry C. Perkins. Perkins owned several other
homes on Essex Street, including 15 Essex Street. Dr. Perkins was a
prominent member of the conununity. He was a member of the Newburyport
Lyceun and a contributer to the Newburyport Public Librariz. He -graduateC
from llarvard in 1829 and was a member of the American Academy or Arts and

z* Sciences. fn 1866, he was the president erf the Massachusetts tr4edical
. , Society. Dr. Perkins is credited. with producing t'he firsi daguerreotype
\-/ in New Englanc

Ln L872n the house was owned by lv1rs. Moses J. Brown. By 1884, i t
had been sold to Captain Frank W, Brown. At that t ime, I iarr is C. Nye'
a bookkeeper, lived- at 17 Essex. The house i-s presently a two family
residence.
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