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-A,RCHITECTUML SIGNIFIC.ANCE (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other bui ldings within corununity)

This house is a f ine Georgian m.ansion, regardless of  i ts  late
construct ion date. B1z j"798 the Federal-  style was beconing predominant
in Newburyport .  This house'has numerous signi f icant features.  The
doubie hip roof is rare in other New England ci t ies,  a l though i t  is
fair ly colnmon i i :  Newburyport .  The sl"rnrnetr ical  f ive-bay facade and f ine
rnodi l l ioned cornice are Georgia:r  features.  T 'he project ing br ick bel t
courses between stor ies and the splalrsd br ick window l intels are aiso
worthy of no' te.  The front entrance vras al tered during the Greek Revi l 'a l
per iod and present l l  has the s idel ights ane large oblonq l ight  above,
character isr ic of  that  sty1e. The entrance pcrch i tsel f  is  supported.

HISToRICAL SIGNIFiOWCE (explain the role ohrrers played in local or state history
and how the bui lding relates to the developnent of the conmrmity)

This house was bui l t  by Wi l l iarn Bart let  in 1798 "  Bart let  was born
j-n Newburyport ,  the son of  Edmund and Hannah Bart let  on Januar lz 2C, 1746.
Bart i -et  at tended schcol br ief ly and then l-earned the trades of shoemaker.
By the age of twenty one he was act ivel lz engaged in trade. After the
Revolut ion,  Bar- , let  owned a f leet  of  ' ressels invclved in t raCe with the
Indies ano the cont inent.

-- \  
In 1787 Wil l iam Bart let  purchased land at.  the foot of  Federal  S-ur€€t

' --" 'a:  f rom Stephen Cross, shipbui lder.  Bart" let  then bui l t  a wharf  and erected
large warehcuses for the storage of  sugar,  molasses, ccf fee and hemp.

Ba.rt let-  served as a representat i . re to the General  Court  between
1800 and 1802. Bart let  contr ibuted twenty th,rusand dol lars to the
Andover Theological  Seminary when i t  was founded in l -808. He was the
largest stockholder in the Wessacumcon Mi l I  bui l t  in 1837. When a second
bui ld ing was addeC t .o the miLl 's  complex in 1840 Bart let  subscr ibed for
f ive hundred aodit ional shares and the ccrporat ion was renamed the
Bart let  Steam Mi l1s.

Wi l l iam Bart let  d ied in 1841 leaving th:-s house to his daughter Hannah.
She was the wif  e of Jonn Porter.  Porter was the treasurer of the G-lobe

g Steam Mi l ls .  Porter owned the property unt i l  7874. In thai  year Sewal l  B.
\  poves purchased the property and owned, i t  untr l  1906. I t  was then

I purchased by Archbishop John J. I t i l l ianrs of Boston. f t  has been used as
u rectory cr convent f  c: :  t i re Church of St. .  Louis de Gonzagia ever since.
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED)

by Roman Doric columns and may be origiinal. The Bartlet house
has f ine interior f,eatures.that were inf luenced by the designs of
Thomas Chippendale. These include fireplace manteisr the central
stairway and wal1 panelJ-ing.
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