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Abner Wood

Source Hale."Old Newhur S"
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Style

Arehitect unknown

Exterior wal1 fabric Clapboards

Outbuildings Barn

3&ef
Major alterations (with dates) proiectinq

two story entrance b'av added (mid--

19th century)

Moved Date

Approx. acreage 26 ,060 sg: _f  t - r_

Recorded by Marv Jane Stirowol t
(or f ino on Newburvportrs main

Organizat ion Off ice of Cqmmuni
Development

thoroughfare noted for i ts excellent

examples of domestic architecture

dating from the Colonial period through
the early 20th century.
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ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe irnportant architectural features and

evaluateintermsofotherbui ld ingswithincomnunity)

This house retains the form and some detai l  0f the Federal period

atthough the doorway was altered exteniively during the middle of the

nineteenth century. trr.  ir"""" ir"" t tr.- lnr.-.  stories with hipped roof

so of ten associated with lhe sty le. .  The del icate cornice made up of

modi l l lons is typical ly ' r"a. t i f .  The smal l  sguare windows on the thi rd

f loor and the classical l ; " ; ; ; ; i i "a- t i "dow r in€els are also Federal  in

nature. The robust two itory proj"ct i"g centraf bay dates from the mid-

nineteenth century as ao!"-L' i t"" 
"t-"t 

i ; ; ;  ; ; ; t ;  in f iont of the house'

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICpJ'{CE [explain the role owners played in tocal or state history

andhoi , , , thebui ld i -ngrelatestothedevelopmentof theconnurr i ty)

Thishousewasbui l t in l1g2afterthelandwaspurchasedby
AbnerWood. l toodhadnumerousmercant i le interests.ThreeofWood's
vessels were captured UV fi"""h pirateers during the war bet'een France

and Britain. wood made'. i ; i l ;  t 'o trte-go.r.rt t*"nf tor compensation for

the loss of the Brig Safi '-ann, the Sctoo""t Speedwell '  and the Brig

Minerva. tJood was active-in Newbutvp"i l-"r,a =Lt.t"d as a selectman in

Ig03. In 1812 he was one of  the di iet l " t "  under the second charter of

the l {ewburyport  Bank. ; ;  rgrg ,  L82L, and i822, Wood served as a

representui ' i . t" to the Massachusetts legislature'

ln l8 lgEbenezerMoseleypurchasedthishouse.Moseleywasa
Iawyer. t r loseleywl?-bornin-Connect icut in lTBlandgraduatedfrom
yale in 1g02. rn 1805 ; ;  

"" tunr i=hed 
a pract ice in Newburyport '  rn

ls l3Moseleywasetected-coronerof the.=i* t r ' regementof theMassachu-
setts mi l i t ia.  Moseley was an able p"Uf i"  speak6r '  a prominent c i t izen

and a representative to !fr" General Court frbm IBI3 to 18f9 and

1834 and 1835. He was 
" i ; ;  

e lected to the state senate in 1821 and made

a welcoming address on ! f r . -"" . "s j -on of  General  Lapayette 's v is i t  to

Nevrburypori- ir t  August" 1824"

EbenezerMoseleydiedinlB54andbyLeTz.thishousehadbeen
passed orr- lo- f r i "  son-Ed;; tA-s.  uoseley,  i tesident of  the Mechanicks'

Bank. Later the hous. ru= owned ny anotlrer descendent, Mrs' Arthur Nason'
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