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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe i:nportant architectural features and
evaluate in te::rns of other buildings within cornnunity)

This house is one of  the f inest  homes on High Street.  Al though
bui l t  dur ing the Georgian period the house has features of the Federal
c#rr l  a t-h:r  was to become so popular in Newburyport  dur ing the fol lowing
decades. The house is three stor ies in height with hipped roof and
smaller windows in the third f loor.  The modi l- l ioned cornice is
except ional ,  The window l intels are unl ike others on High Street.  They
are almost arched, providing an interest ing element in the overal l
composi t ion of  the bui ld ing's facade. The entrance port ico is pedimented
and the entablature is supported by f luted lonic columns. The door i tsel f ,
is  f lanked by Ionic pi lasters.  I t  a lso has a s imple semi-c i rcular fanl ight .

HISTORICAL SIGI '{ IFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history

and how the building relates to the developrnent of the comnunity)

The Lowel l  Johnson house was bui l t  about L774 by John Lowe11.
Lowel l  was a counsel lor-at-1aw. He and Jonathan Jackson purchased f ive
acres of  land on High Street tn L77L. Lowel l  bui l t  th is house short ly
thereafter,  whi le Johnson bui l t  what would later be known as the Timothy
Dexter House.

John Lowel l  was the only son of  Reverend John Lowel l rminister of
the First  Rel igious Society in Newburyport .  i le grad.uated from Harvard
in 1760. He passed the bar two years later at  which t ime they were only
twenty-f ive barr isters in I t lassachusetts.  Lowel l  was elected as a
representat ive to the General  Court .  He moved. to Boston in L777 and in
I77B he represenLed that c i ty in the legis lature.  When Lowel l  moved to
Boston, the parcel of  land was part i t ioned between Lowel1 and Jackson.
Lowel l  sold his part  of  the land wiLh dwel l ing house to Patr ick Tracy.

John Lowe11 served his county wel l .  He had represented Newburyport
in the provincial  assembly tn L776. i le at tended the convent ion that
f ramed the const i tut ion of  the state in 1780. He was a member of  the
Cont inenta- l -  Concrress in i782-83 and in l -7c19 was appointed judge of
the U. S. Circui t  Court  for  the distr ict  of  Massachusetts.Judqe Lowel l
d ied in Roxbury,  Mass. in 1802.

Patr ick Tracy was the owner of this house for many years. Tracy
was one of  Newburyport 's  most prominent c i t izens. The house was
occupied by his son John, a prominent c i t izen in his own r ight .  He was
an enthusiast ic supporter of the colonial  government during the
Revolut i -on and he served as aide-de-camp to General  Glover in Rhode
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED)

Island under General Sullivan. He served as vestr]rman and general warden
of St.  Paul fs Church between 1777 and 1815. Tracy entertained the
I,tarqu5.s de Chastellux in this house in 1782. After the war Tracy's
business was less prosperous and he and his children, having inherited
the house from Patrick Tracy, sold the house to Eleazer Johnson in
several  parcels about 1810. -

Eleazer Johnson was born in 1773. He was engaged in commercial
pursuits and at one time was the president of the Mechanick's Bank in
Newburyport. He died in 1847 leaving the house to his only sonrRichard.
The bouse belonged to Richard and his heirs until just recently.
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