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Newburyport

ess 236 Hiqh Street

.oric Name Toppan-WhitneY House

Original Residence

Present Residence

rship: St erivate individual
Pri.vate crganization

Publ ic

Ori-ginal owner Enoch ToPPan

Date c. 1807

Sonr"u M"t t i l l r " {ot th E

Style Federal

Architect Unknown

Exterior wa11 fabric Br ick

Outbuildings

Major al terat ions (with dat"s)-

Corinthian port ico added on Eastern

side (probably mid-19th century)

Moved Date

Approx. acreage 4,442 sq. f t .

Sett ing on Newburvport 's n

thoroughfare noted for i ts excellent

examples of donestic architecture

dating from the Colonial period througl
the early 20th century.
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe inportant architectural feat,ures and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within corununity)

This house is a f ine example of the Federal period "Sguare
houses" buil t  along High Streel during the early years of the nineteenth
cenEury. The house is three stories in height with smaller sguare
windows in the third story and a hipped roof. Each of these features is
character ist ic of  the Federal  per iod.  The cornice is s imple as are
the window surrounds. One exceptional feature is the entrance port ico

which dates f rom the or ig inal  construct ion date of  the house. The
doorwalz i tsel f  is  arched and has a semi-c i rcular fanl ight .  The portJ-co
is pedimented, detai led with modil l ions and is supported by the Doric
Roman order.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE [explain the role owners played in ]ocal or state history
and hoir the buildi-ng relates to the development of the connunity)

This house was bui l t  by Enoch Toppan between 1804 and 1807. Toppan
rented the house out unt i l  1837 when i t  was purchased by Wi l l iam Ashby.

Ashby's profession is not registered in the c i ty director ies of  the
time Uut i t  i i  reasonable to assume that he was in business and
gui te prosperous. He is registered as a contr ibutor to several  char i table
societies inctuding the Newburyport Howard Benevolent Societlz. Ashby
also contributed to the fund *-o purchase the Tracy house on State Street
to house the'Newburyport  Publ ic Library.

Wi l l iam Ashby l ived in th is house unt i l  h is death j -n 1881. His
estate held the property for  several  years af ter  h is death.  In 1905
James Whitney purchlsed the property and owned it  for several decades.
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