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ARC}{ITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe inportant archi tectural  features and
evaluate in terms'of other bui ldings vr i t -hin conrnunit l ' )

This two story Georgiarr home is typical  of  the dwel l ings bui l t  in
Newburyport  dur ing the second hal f  of  the eighteenth centur:12" This
hcuse was proba;: ly bui l t  about 1785. Tire Georgian fea.tures include
the symnetr i -cal  f ive bay facade and the wide Iow ganbrel  roof ,  favored
because i t  proviCed addi t :ona.L head rooin in the atc ic storv.  The
archi tectural  detai ls in th is house are s imple ,  y€1: both the winclcw
l inteis and the front entrance are c l -assi  cal l l '  inspired. The doorway
resenbles a c l -assical  tenple in minia-ture wi*-h f l -anking pi las:ers and a
pedin'ent abcve, The double hung window sash with six over six l ights are
also typical  of  the Georgian per iod.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICL\CE (explain the role ohrrers playeci in locaL or state historw
and how the bui- lding relates to the development of the connunir l ' )

This house probably dates f rom the second hal f  of  the eighteenth
century.  This sect ion of  Fair  Street was la id out in I7B2 and i - t  was
probably bui l - t  short l iz  thereafter.  The ear l ies-u owners and the
bui lc ler have yet to be documented.

Before 1851 Dr.  Richard S. Spofford purchased this house.
Dr.  S: :of ford owned the house for over th i r ty f ive years,  Dr.  Spofford
was a" prominent physiciarr  i : r  the City of Newburyport .  His son Ricirard
Spofford,  J ' ! .  was egual ly imoortant.  The younser Spoffcrd was bo:n in
1833 and was later educated as a lavryer.  He read law with Caleb
t ' - ' rqh' i  nn nna of  Newburyport 's  most inportant c i t izens. R. icharC Spofford,
Jr"  served as a reg)resentat ive to the General  Court  in the years 1858,
l -859, and 1866.

Dr. Spofford l ived in th is house unt i l  h i -s death about 1880.
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