
FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTSHISTORICAL COMMISSION
4 Washineton tTeet,  Boston, MA 02108

location in relat
cross streets and other buildings
or geographical features.
Indicate north.

i l tn
9

4,uffEz aeuef

14uNPoe

{
P
v

Area
B

Forn no.
68

Newburyport

33-35 Carter Street

ric Name

'  Original Residence

Present Residence

hip: Sl Private individual
Private organizat ion

Pub lic

Original owner Abel Keyes
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Date 1811
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Stvle Federal

Architect Unknown

Exterior wa11 fabric Clapboards

Outbuildings Garage

Major alterations (with

al tered and cornice

dates) door-ay

replaced (c1975)

Moved Date

acreage 9,000 sq. f t .

In resident ial  area of s in<r]  e

Approx.

Sett ingRecorded Uy l4ary 
-oane 

StirWolt

Organization Office of gomnsnity ,
Development

fani- ly dwell ings buil t  mid-nineteenth

century primarily as housing for the

near ly rear Steam Mi l1s.

(Staple addit ional sheets here)

Date 7 /28/80



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and

evaluate in te::ns of other buildings within cornnunity)

This is a vernacular example of the Federal  style.  I t  has the
character ist ic Federal  form of three stor ies with hipped roof and
decreasing window size in the upper f loors.  This is a double house
a common iorm of resident ial  bui lding i -n Newburyport .  The house iJ '
spl i t  down the middle with an entrance on each side. The ownership
is conveyed through two separate deeds. The house had a Victor ian
bracketed door unt i l  recent ly when the present doorway was instal led
and the cornice was repaired resul t ing in the loss of  much of  i ts
or ig inal  mold. ing and detai l .

HISTSRICAL SIGNIFICANCE [explain the role owners played in loca1 or state history

and how the building relates to the development of the connunity)

This house was bui l t  dur ing the Federal  per iod and was one of
the ear l iest  houses on Carter Street.  I t  was or ig inal ly owned by
Abel Keyes. I t  was later owned by El iza Potter and in 1845 became
the property of James Frothingham. Frothingham was a qrocer l iv ing
on Market Street and probably owned this house as an investment.

In 1850 this property was conveyed to Richard Fowler.  Fowlerrs
f i rm Richard Fowler and Company was a suppl ier of  wooC ano coal.  He
did not l ive in the house ei ther,  but resided on Harr is Street in
the center of town. By this t i rne the property probably housed some of
the people associated with the newly establ ished Ocean Steam Mi l ls .
In 1867 the Ocean Steam Mi l - ls  acquired ful l  ownership of  the property
and i t  was nrobablv a tenement for workers for the next several  decades.
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