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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe i rnportant archi tectural  features and
evaluate in ierrns of other bui ldings ui thin comnunit l - )

Accorcl ing to John I ' lead Howel ls this house was bui l t  b1z Wrl l iam Woart j -n

1753. The hoi . rse is ve: :y interest ing in form. The character of  the
hrl i  r  r l i  nn i  c Federal  indicat ing that i t  was updated around the turn of the
nineteenlh century.  The facade of  the house is seven bavs in width and is
assymetr ical .  This also indicates that the house was bui i t  in several
nh:qoq p-esent ly the Woart-Knapp house is three stcr ies iu height wi th
l r innad rnnf,  The house has elegant window l intels.  The doorway is also
ovaon{- jnrra' l  ,  The enClOSed entfanCe pOrCir iS SUrmOUnted by a pediment
supported by Dor ic pi iasters.  I t  resembles a c iassical  temple in
niniature "
I-{ ISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history

ani how the bui lding relates to the developrnent of the community)

This house was bui l t  by Id i l l iam Woart  in 1753. The house remained in
the Woart  fami l1r  for  over one hundred years.  In 1851, I l rs.  Wi l l ian l . t roart
was in residence here.  The house had probably been conveyed to a
descendent of t i re or iginal  owner, also named i{ j - l - l - iam Woar:t .

Wrl l iam Woart was very prominent in Newburlrpcrt  in the early
' : r ineteenih century. He was one of the founders of the Newburyport

- j .cadem} 
in 18C7. In i810, he was a t rustee of  the Newburyport

Athenerra.ei lm. i {e helped to found the Merr imack Humane Socie+,y and the
l- ' ferr imaci< Bible Society.  He served as a selectman in 1810.

Pr ior  Lo L872, th is property,  was sold blz the Woart  fami ly.  Twent ieth
*entury c)wners include l4 i l l iam Creaser,  and Abigai l  Knapp, hence the name
the Woarl-Knapp house.
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