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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

This building is a vernacular interpretation of the Italian Villa
style popular during the third quarter of the nineteenth century. The
inspiration of the style is evident in the use of simple brackets
in the cornice and under the eaves. The brackets are also used to
support the window lintels and in the entablature of entrance porticos
supported by clusters of columns. Bay windows and the balustrade at
the doorways are also typical of the Italianate style.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the community)

This building was built between 1851 and 1871, and was owned by
Captain Frederick Moore and Captain George Lunt, treasurer of the
American Low Water Reporter.

Captain Moore was one of the owners of the Ship'Big Bonanza built
by John Currier, Jr. in 1875. Moore also had an interest in several
other vessels including the Ship‘Charles H. Lunt“built by Currier in 1851
and the Ship"Victorian'built in 1873.

Captain George Lunt was in charge of the Ship“"George Griswold“that
sailed from New York to Lancaster, England in 1863 with a cargo of flour,
pork, beef, corn and rice for the relief of the destitute cotton spinners
of that city. At the end of his journey Capt. Lunt was presented with
a fine marine telescope by the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce. In 1867
Capt. George Lunt took the Ship‘United States, a vessel of 1200 tons,
built by John Currier, Jr. to New Orleans.

The building at 52-54 High Street is a good example of a mid-
nineteenth centurv dwellinc built for twe sea captains. Although
vernacular in style it shows an awareness of the prevailing architectural
style and the desire and ability to emulate it.
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