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lership : fJ Pdvate i-ndi'ridual
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Public CitY of NevrburYpg-rl-

Criginal ownerJown af JewburypQlt

TscRiPtioit t :

Dat e 18 51

Source Curr ier ,  " I i is tory of  Nbt-" ' t . "

Styie Ita. t- ianaie

{rchi tec1 Fred.er ick J.  Coff in

Exter ior wal1 fabr ic Brick

Outbuildi.ngs

Major al terat ions

and upper ha1l

(r , r i th datesJ addi t ion.-

al terat ions,  gal ierres

arrd new stagg entrance gdded ( l -882) '
g lass doors instal ied (196f)

Recorded by Mary Jane St irgwolt

Oreanizai ion Off ice of  Community
-

Moved Date

Approx. acreage 23,770 ss.  f t .

Sett ins ad- jacent to central  business

distr lct  q

including Ehe u.  S.  Post Off ice and

the Newburyport  Pol ice Stat ion.

(Staple addi t ional  sheets here)
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ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within conununity)

Ci ty 11a11 is an excel lent  example of  the I ta l ian Vi l la sty le as
in#arnrai-o1l  in publ ic bui ld ings dur ing the mid-nineteenth century.
Bui ld ings of  the sty le are general ly recl i l inear in form as is Ci ty
HaI l .  Ci ty Hal I  has the rust icated quoins that are of ten the on' ly
surface of the building that is not smoott i  and uniform in the Ital ian
Vil la style. Other import-ant architectural features that are
character ist ic of  th is styJ-e are the shal low pi tched gahle roof,
t-ha nrni^^t ing eaves supported by brackets, the pedimented second story
windows and the double round beaded window within the peoiment formed
by the gable roof.  (Cont.  )

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local cr state history
and how the building relates to the developrnent of the comnunity)

At a meet ing held March L9, 1850, the c i t izens of  the town of
Newburyport voted to build a new and commodj-ous hail  at a cost not
to exceed $301000.00. On Apr i l  l -5 a cornini t tee was forrneC to supervise
the construction of the build. ing. This comrc,it tee was made up of
Char les H, Coff in,  Albert  Curr ier ,  John M..  Coope:: ,  FreCerick J.  Coff in,
James Blood and others. These men lvere authorized to purchase land on
the Northwesterly corner of Green and Pleasant Streets which they
proceeded to do.

The members of the ccmrn:-ttee provided al l  of the necessary
expert ise for the consiruction of the new Town HaIl.  Currier was a
noted contractor and mason. Frederick Coff in vras a 1oca1 archi-tect
and James,Slood was a real  estate investor.  The cornerstone was la id
July 4,1850. tsy February 185i  the bui ld ing had been completed according
to the designs of  Freder ick J.  Coff in

On May 24, 1.851, Governor Boutwel l  of  Massachusetts s iEned an
act to establi .sh the City of Newburyport, At that t ime the new Town
I la l i -  became Newburyport ts Ci ty Ha11,

In l-8E2 a smai.. i-  adCit icn was nade on the Western side of City
tiall. . At that *'irne a new staqe entrance was put 'i n arri caller.ies were
;rdd.eC in the auditonum.

Since its constructicnp City HaIl has been the site of . l iewburyport 's
municioal  government.
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