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RIPTION:

Date LB7 4

Source Curr ier  .  "Hlstor

Style Hiqh Victor ian Gothic _

Architect Unknown

Exter ior wa11 fabric Br ick

outbuildings

Major alterations (wi.th dates) Ground level
has been altered extensivefy witfr t ire
modernizat j -on of  store f ronts (dates

f loor of  No. 70 al tered (1978)

Moved Date

Approx. acreage 10,502 sq. f t .
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within corununity)

This bui ld ing is the only example of  High Victor ian Gothic
ccmmercial architecture in Newburyport. Although the ground 1evel
has been extensively altered from its original form, the upper
stor ies retain near ly al l  of  their  or ig ina. l  detai l  and character.
The block is not eont inuous, nor are al l  of  the bays al ike.  Nonetheless.
they were al l  apparentlv buil t  by the Newburyport Five Cent Savirrgs Bank
in LB7 4.  The r ichness of  detai- l  i -s character ist ie of  the fu l l  b iown
Vlctorian Gothic style. The poj-nted arched windows, the iron crest!-ng
at roof leve1 and the corbelled brick detai l  under the ccrnice, rtrere 
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state histor-v 

\uvrrs' ' r

and how the building relates to the developrnent of the connrmity)

These buildings were buil t  by the Newburyport Five Cent Savings
Bank in 1874. The bank had been incorporated on Apr i l  24,1954, wi th
Dudley D. Ti l ton,  John Ba1ch, Edward S. Lesky, John Porter,  Daniel  p.
Pike,  Benjamin r .  Lane, l ,uther T.  Dimmick,  Daniel  M. Reed.,  samuel J.
Spaulding, Wi l l iam C" Balch and Ricirard Plumer as propr ietors.  They
were author ized to receive deposi ts,  sums of  as l i t t1e as f ive cents.
The bank opened for business in rooms over the store of Joseph A.
Frothingham on State Streetr  orr  June L9,1854. Lat.er the bank occupied
rooms over the It ' ierchants Bank. In 1873, the bank purchased land on the
Northwester ly s ide of  State Street.  The next year,  the bui ld ing was
aranraA The bank was located in this buiidinq unti l  L?ZT when the bank
moved across State Street to i ts present locat j -on.

The upper stories of the building have been occupied by the Masonic
Temple and by a dance studio. Toady the building is occupied. by several
stores and a var ietv of  of f ices.
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