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FORM A - AREA (CONTINUED)

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED)

The second building type common in the Joppa district is a modest
two story half house with pitched roof, This type of residence lines
Union Street. Architectural detail in these modest dwellings is limited
sometimes seen only in classically inspired window surrounds and doorways.

As stated earlier there are also Some more pretentious Georgian homes
in Joppa. They were built by shipbuilders like the Woodwells and by some
merchants that lived on the outskirts of Joppa. These buildings have
symmetrical five bay facades with gambrel or pitched roofs. They have
classical cornices and often well-developed Georgian doorways. Examples

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED)

through "Joppa" we find the shore lines with small boats
and nets, which later may often be seen drying in the
sun; while on vacant lots to the left, in the latter part
of summer, it is not uncommon to see the fish-flakes
reared, and the cod, which the fishermen have brought
home ready salted, spread out to dry, Preparatory to
packing...."

The homes in Joppa are, for the most part, modest eighteenth century,
single family dwellings. Several of the houses along Water Street are
slightly more pretentious. These are two and a half story Georgian homes
with gambrel roofs. Only occasionally does one find a Federal period
dwelling in Joppa and these are generally on the outskirts of the district.
One need only look at the smaller homes on Union or Neptune Streets to
envision the original character of this fishing hamlet.

Fishing was the primary occupation of this area during most of the
nineteenth century. Shoemaking was also an important trade to the residents,
often practiced by fishermen during the winter months. 1In 1911 seventy-
three Joppa residents were listed as fishermen. They probably fished from
small vessels put out from the Upper Slip, near the foot of Neptune Street,
on the Lower Slip, near the foot of Beacon Avenue,

Physical remnants of past fishing are few. The site of an old flake

yard, where cod was dried on racks in the sun, is now the Hale Memorial Park
Oon Water Street. One clam shack also stands on the river's bank. It is the

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONT.)

only remnant of a long line of such buildings that once stood between
Water Street and the river. Clamming was a prosperous industry in
Joppa at the turn of the present century. The so called "Joppa Flatts"
were harvested by over forty-one Joppa residents in 1911, according to
the city directory for that year.

Joppa is no longer inhabited primarily by fishermen. The original
character of this maritime settlement remains, however, distinct from
other residential districts of the city.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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