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BUILDING FORM (1-l I PleasantStreet)
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of the building in terms of other buildings within the
commuruty.
The former S.S. Kresge Company building at the corner of Stateand PleasantStreetsis a single-stoT commercialbuilding
constructedin I 928. The integrity of the building is marred by the loss of its original omate decorativecornice which
included bas relief panels, pinnaclesand a dentil course. Despitethe removal of this significant feature,the storefrontsdo
retain someintegrity. The storefrontsare separatedby cast stoneblocks rvith stylized Ionic stonecapitols cappedby
anthemionornaments. What remainsof the cornice is a rorv of stoneblocks altemating with brick panels,a stonecorbel
coursewith foliate squaretiles and a stoneroping molding. The cornice above consistsof a cyma reversamolding and is
cappedby a plain brick parapet sevencourseshigh.
The large plate glass display windou,s are set into chrome frames above a polishedgranite basewhich is roundedat the top.
The granite base is punctuatedat intervals by bronze ventilation grills. Above the u'indows there is a bronze band and a
projectrngmetal cornice with wooden dentil trim which appearsto be a recentaddition. At the corner of the building, the
entranceis centeredbehind a freestand.ingcorner post and outlined by pilasters. Historic photographsindicatethat this comer
entranceis a later alteration.
One of the storefronts facing PleasantStreethas been faced ivith Tl l1 siding, punctuatedby smaller display windows. In the
adjacentstorefront, the smaller displa-vrvindows are topped by a bricked-in area u'hich extendsup to the cornice. The display
windows are cantileveredover a brick basewith slate paving belorv. Next to the Richdale store, the storefront for Angie's (7
PleasantStreet) retains its original display windows. The bulkhead area belorv the windows consistsof green "marble" tiles
on one side and modem greentiles on the other. The trapezoidal-shapedarea in front of the entranceis tiled. The doors have
beenreplacedwith modem anodizedaluminum and glass doors althoughthe original transom remains. On State Streetthere
are three paired display windows as nell as one which has beenblocked dou.n with a modern six-panel door.

HISTORICAL NARRATTVE
Describe the history of the building. Explain its associationswith local (or state) history. Include usesof the building and
the role(s) the owners/occupantsplayed within the community.
This building was constructedin 1928 for Abraham Kaplan and leasedto S.S. Kresge's 5-1.0-25Cent Store. According to
the MassachusettsDfvision of lnspection records,the building was designedby Eisenberg& Feer of Boston. In the late
1930sthe storefront ft 5 PleasantStreet rvas occupiedbriefly by the Great A & P. The Mass. Division of lnspection records
also indicate that thdbuilding was altered in 1941, probably after A & P's departure. Kresge's continuedto occupy the space
until Christmas of 1970. The building rvas purchasedby Richdale Conveniencestore in 1970 from the GeorgeF. Poor estate.
In 1972 part of the frontage on PleasantStreetrvas subdividedto accommodatethree stores.
The spaceat 9-l I PleasantStreetrvas occupiedby Kray's clothing store from about 1930 until 1954 u'hen the new Kray's
store was constructed
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