
FORM B - BUITDING

Draw map showing ProPerty's
locat ion in relat ion to nearest
cross streets and -other bui ldings
or geographical features.
lndi.cate north.
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Danar;ad hw I{arv Jane St i rqwolt

Clrganization Of f ice of CommunilY- .-renr
Date rn-1:-s0 .  - r -

Area I Forrn no.

D I i l ]4

NewburYPcrt

ress 13 Feqeral  Street

or ic Nane wi l l iam Pierce Johnson E

: Original Residepce -- -
Cnhnn' l

PresenE

rship: fl Private rndividual
Private organizatiot-

(

Publ ic

0rigi.na1 owner Wi l l iam Pierce
- JoFnson

DESCRIPTION:

Date c.  1780

SourceCheney, "Mari t ime H:story of
,#

St71e
the I ' ferr imack"

GeorqLan

Architect Unknown

Exter ior wa11 fabric B:rick

0utbui ldings

Maj or altera'Li.ons

at rear (da-.e

i  1- ! - - \  ;dcj i t iOn(w1f,n dates J ** '

unrnown)

Moved Date

;\pp3ox. acreage 5,960 sq. f t .

Sett ing rn denselv bui l t  u.
inihich the predomi nant bu- i- ld ing type
i-s that of  eiqhteel" t th centqr-! ,  s- ncr l l

. r ' i -
E; ; f l  ; ,  ; . . '^  1 ' l  i  

-  -o 
rFl . ra l r lar . r i . r r r  r r ;nn r f

I<1l t t -LIy LrWe:-L ' ,  I  l r rJ- .  r i fs  ! \E/ruq!Jyv!  L

Tanni-ns Ccmpany cccupies ary in4uqt i-
cornr: iex across t i :e streec.

(Staple a<idi t ional sheets here)



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIF]CANCE {describe i rnportant archj , tectural  features and
evaluate in terns of other bui i<i ings withj-n comnunit l ' )

This house is a f ine example of  Gecrgian domest ic archi tecture.

Important archi tectural  c letai ls inctude the cleep hJ-pped roc' f  ,  t l le

mcdi i l ioned cornice,  the project ing br j .ck bei t  coui :se betweeu the

f i rst  and second stor ies ancl  the eleganl  ent: :ance porch. The porch

reserni ; ' les a c lassical  tenpre in miniature,  I t  is  pedimen+-eC' The

cornice contains a Dor ic i r ieze and is support-ed by Dorac pi l - lar-s.

Unfortunately the or ig inal  doorway has been ai tere 'd and retains l i t t le

of  i ts  or ig inal  c i raracter ist i -cs or detai l .

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners playeci i : r  local or state history

and how the bui lding relates to the development of the conununit l ' )

This bui ld ing was probably bui f+- aoout 1780. I t  bears qui te a

resemb.Lalr t :e to serzeral  other:  Georgiau homes bui l --"  in Newbua"rpcrt  dur ing

the f i r ia i  decades of  the eiEhteenth century,  The cr ig inal  ob' i l€r  of

th is house was Wil l iam Pierce Jo| ,nsorr .  The Johnson fami iy was prominent

amonE l lewburyport 's  shipbui lders.  They bui l t  ships, in the Lovrer

Shipyard at  the foot of  Chandler 's Lane r  now Feoeral  Stree' t .  I ' f i l l iam
pier ie Johnscn was a successful  shipmaster.  Af ter  the Revolut- ionary War

he was involved in the West.  InCia t ra,Je in his own rrght.  B) '1790 he

was o: :e of  t {ewbu::yport !s ten wealthiest  men. i te die ' : l  in 18C2.

In l -851, Eleazer Johnson was the owner of  thrs house'  He -rsas bor:n

on 1Jovemler iZ I  l - lg}t  the son of Wil l - ia-n' ,  Pierce Johnscn. ELeazer Johnson

was elected town clerk in 1831 and he served in that  posi t ion for  twenty

-v-ears.  Af ter  the inco- ' :porat ion of  Newburyport  as a c i ty,  he held that

posi i ion unt i l  h is death in 1870.

Since early in this century this house has been ov, ined b1z the

Roman Cathol ic i rchdiocese of  Boston. I t  has been used as a school  i :y

the Church of  St .  Lor. i is  de Gonzague.

I

\

BIBLIOGR{PI{I  and/or REFERENCES
Assesscr ls Records 1890-1980
J. J.  Curr ier ,  l i is lory.  of  NgYbury-p:r t  L764'L9A5,

ranr i  r , r -  NewFri i i 'nort  L9' i i  "!9y!r i :e,

R. chbney, !ri::g|l € !!:fg]",?g. F.iver_Spj:'ri$P,
B. Labaree,-FEEFIotE-and Part isans: The Merchants

-^*L- i i^  

+-

\ -crr*rrr  rugf€,  !962..

voIS. r  ano 1r, ,

Newburyport,
of New]:url,-por!

1964.
l_764-1815,

1851 Flan of  Newburypor l r  Mass. f i .  I ' {cInt i - re
LB72 Mar:  of  the Ci t i , '  c f  lJe-v.rburyport .  lv Iass.  D. G. Beers and Co. 20\4-2180
' laq ' l  l * i l  / . i { - rz niv. ln l -nr ioq
Lr) J L t  La:  t  

-  
Ur sJ

I


