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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICAIICE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in tenns of other bui.ldings within conrnunity)

This three story Federal house with hipped roof and sSrmmetrical
f ive bay facade has many features seen in Federal homes buil t  in
Newburyport. The forrn of the house is typical ly Federal as are the simple
window l intels and cornice moulding. The front entrance of this house
is quite interesting. It  was altered during the Greek Revival period
and is quite elaborate for that period. The door and the panels around it
are elaborately carved. The door is alsb f lanked by f luted Greek pi laste::s
supporting a bold Greek entablature above.

HISToRICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
anri how the building relates to the developnent of the conrn:nity)

This house was 'constructed in the early fzears of the nineteenth
century, The earl iest o$rner has yet to be documented. In 1851, the house
was owned by George Tovrle. Towle was a house carpenter ernployed o.n Brown I s
Ivharf. Towle's occupation might explain the elaborate nature of the front
entrance of, the house which was probably aitered during this period.

In 1872 the house was owned bv }trs. George Towle. Sire was listed
\- 'rrn tfre 1871 Citv Directory as a dressmaker and tai lotess. The house

aE 26 Congress Street, bui l t  between 1851 and l8?2,was also owned by
Mrs. George Towle.

Members of the lowle family have been makirr*g silver in the Citlz of
Newburyport since 1857.
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