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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and

evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

Architecturally, this house is worthy of note for several reasons.
The overall form of the house is Georgian but the change in the pitch
of the roof indicates that there may have been several periods of
construction involved in the building of this house. This could also
explain the lack of symmetry in the facade of the house. The windows
in the first and second stories are not in line with each other. The
fenestration is otherwise Georgian in character. The doorway is also
Georgian in style, flanked by Doric pilasters and surmounted by a simple
yet classically inspired entablature.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history

and how the building relates to the development of the community)

This house was probably built during the third quarter of the
eighteenth century. The earliest owners of the house have yet to be
documented.

Before 1851 the house was occupied by Joseph Griffith. Griffith
was a shoemaker. Shoemaking evolved from a cottage industry to a
major economic force in the city of Newburyport between 1860 and 1880.
People involved in this developing industry found housing in many of
Newburyport's neighborhoods including the South End.

Joseph Griffith owned this house for several decades.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

Assessor's Records 1890-1980

1851 Plan of Newburyport, Mass. H. McIntire

1872 Map of the City of Newburyport, Mass. D. G. Beers and Co.
1851, 1872 City Directories

20M-2/80




