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BTIILDINGFORM (40-50PleasantStreet)
ARCHITECTURALDESCRIPTION

Describe architectural features. Evaluate the chqrqcteristics of the building in ternts of other bttildings within the
community.
Located at the corner of Pleasant,Green and Unicom Streets,the Alexander Block rvasoriginallt'constructed in the early to
in 1960after the removalof its upper storiesand alterationsin
mid lgth century (c.l8a0) but achievedits presentappearance
a.,Colonial" style. The two-story brick, flat-roofed block is orientedwith its long elevationfacing PleasantStreet. The
secondstory of the PleasantStreet facademeasuresfifteen bays acrossrvith a regular seriesof 6/9 rvindou'scappedby a
continuousgranite belt course rvhich servesas a lintel. The facadeopeningsare flanked by shutters. Above the secondfloor
openingsthere are eight coursesof brick and a simple cornice.
On the first floor there are six storefrontsfacing PleasantStreetand a singledoonval' leadingupstairs. The two corner
storefrontshave entrancesangledbehind alarge corner post which is quarter-roundin plan at its baseand chamferedat the
top. The storefronts are outlined by fluted woodenpilastersapplied over the original granite posts. The granite lintels are
also overlaid by wooden members. The multi-light display windows are set aboven'oodenbulkheadsresting on a granite
base. Facing Green Streetthe original building displays four storefrontrvindorvsset betu'eengranite posts resting on a
granite base- The lower storefront has beeninfilled with brick and seenthe addition of a recessedColonial Revival
entablatureentrance. To the north of the original building a single-storyaddition constructedin 1960 stepsdown in two
sections. One of the storefronts on the addition has an entablaturedsurroundwhile the other is pedimented. Fenestrationon
the addition consistsof 616windows and a bou'eddisplay window.
The eastelevation facing the parking lot has sevenopeningson the secondfloor. Notable on the first floor is a single original
four-panel door flanked by louvered panels. This uas originally the entranceto 18 Unicorn Street.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE
Describe the history qf the building. Explain its associationswith local (or state) history. Include usesqf the building and
the role(s) the ownersioccupantsplayed within the communityThis block was originalll'constructed in the mid 19th century and was reportedlybuilt on the site of the former Laird brewery
which was erectedin 1789. On the 185I map it is labeledas the Alexander Block and on the 1872 map the block is labeled
storeswith the notation"C.A.", an apparentreferenceto the owner,CorneliusAlexander(1828-1893). The block was later
acquiredby Charles Sfrong x-ho had acquireda half interestfrom Comelius Alexander and Alexander Dean. David M'
French, sculptor of thq Garrison statue in Broun Square,had a studio in the Alexander Block. In 191i Charles Strong sold
the property to Charles Davis, pharmacist. Davis operateda drug store in this building for more than 80 years until his death
n 1957. In 1958 the drug store businesswas purchasedby Haydn M. Eaton. Davis willed the properfy to the American
Baptist Foreign Mission Society.
In 1959 the Alexander Block rvas sold by the American Baptist Home Mission societyand the American Baptist Foreign
Mission society, to L. Donald Phillips, a Green Streetrealtor. At that time the property consistedof storeson the ground
floor and tenementsabove. Phillips took the upper storiesof the building dou'n and madeextensivealterationsto the
storefrontsin a "Colonial" stvle. The secondfloor windows were replacedrvith smallerpaned 9/6 rvindows,the building was
sandblastedand the upper story was remodeledfor offices.

Recommendedfor listing in the National Registerof Historic Places. If checked,you must attached a completed
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