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ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terrns of other buildings within conmrunity)

The Joseph Molton house is an excel lent example of the "sguare
houses" bui l t  a long High Street dur ing the ear ly years of  the
nineteenth century. This house has the three story hipped roof form
typical  of  the sty le.  The modi l l ioned cornice is except ional  as is
the entrance port ico which is or iginal .  The port ico is supported by
f luted Cori-nthian columns and the door i tsel f  is f lanked by f luted
Doric pi lasters.  The smal l  sguare windows of  the th i rd story are
{-rznin: l  n€ the Federal  homes bui l t  by Newburyport 's  mercant i le c lass.

The house has a fonmal garden la id out in 1840 by an Engl ish gardener
named Cl i f ford.  The ganden and ganden house was r"ecorded by HABS in 1936.

HISToRICAL SIGNIFICANCE [.explain the role owners played in loca1 or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the cornnrmity)

The land for this house was purchased by Joseph Moulton and his Son,
Wi1l iam, in 1809. The house was bui l t  short ly thereafter.  Joseph
Moulton, born Feb. L7, 1814, the f i f th descendent of  Wi l l iam Moulton,
who was establ ished as a s i lversmith as ear ly as L590, was also in
this trade. He had a jewelry shop at 14 and 16 Merr imac Street in
1851. He made and sold gold beads and si lverware. He later had a shop
in the br ick bui ld inq on the Southeaster lv corner of  State and Essex
Streets.

Wi l l iam Moulton, son of  Joseph, was in partnership wi th John g.
Lunt,  under the f i rm name of Moulton and Lunt.  This f i rm dealt  in
jewlery and si lver into th is century.

This house was in the Moulton fami ly unt i l  the 1940's.  At  that
t ime Carol ina M. Moulton, daughter of Joseph, lef t  the property to
Mary E. Whit ing.
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