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HISTORICAL SIGNTFICANCE (CONTINUED)

Newburyport 's main residential thoroughfare. These buildings, when
viewed along with High Street 's ear l ier  archi tecture,  i l lustrate
quite well ,  the r ise and decline of Newburyportrs economy during the
nineteenth century.

i l igh Streer-- j-s uonsidereci ldewburyport 's "Flnest resicienrial area.
The earl ier high style homes were buil t  by merchants and sea captains.
As marit ime fortunes decllned, Greek Revival and Victorian homes were
buil t  by those investj-ng in the texti le and shoe industries that
prospered between 1840 and 1890. High Street retained i ts importance
during this period and promj-nent Newburyporters continued to occupy
the large Federal "square housesn or buil t  new homes in this established
area. As a resul t ,  the High Street area remains,  a very impressive
streetscape buj- l t  by the wealthy cit. izens of Newburyport from the Colonial
period through the twentieth century.

St.  Paul 's Episcopal  Church and the Bel levi l le Church are located
on High Street and contributed to the development of the area. St. Paulrs
and its minister Bishop Edward Bass were very important in Newburyportrs
history during the Federal period. The Superior Courthouse and Bart let
Ma11, already l is ted in the Nat ional  Register of  Histor ic Places, are
also important elements of the High Street area. The MalI has always
been, and continues to be, a focal point of the community, I t  was the
si te of  Newburyportrs ear ly powder house, hay scales,  rope-walks,  and
dist i l ler ies.  In 1800 the area was improved through the generosi ty of
Capt. Edmund Bartlett.  By 1890 the entire area was landscaped and
became known as "the Mal1". During the nineteenth century several public
buildings were buil t ,  adjacent to the Ma1l. The courthouse was designed
by Charles Bul f inch and bui l t  in 1805. Other publ ic bui ld ings bui l t .  in
the area include the stone ja i l  (1825) and several  schools.  The Mal1
is presently maj-ntained by the City of Newburyport. I t  is 3r: infaar:1
part  of  the High Street histor ic distr ict .

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED)

inter ior  detai l .  They are the noted "square houses" of  High Street.
Many stand as originally buil t .  Others have doorways or entrance
port ico added during the Greek Revival period or updated in Victcrian
times, Generally the architectural elements of these homes are
si-mple" It  is the overal l  composit ion of the build. ings that lends
such an impressive air to High Street.

This area provides an excellent chronology of A:nerican domestic
archj-tecture. High Street survj-ves a tr j-bute to the mercanti le
fortunes that buil t  this city and the Yankee ingenuity that has preserved
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