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Indicate eadr iten rm i.ntentor,v fom fliri& is being continued beLcni.

FOR.D{ A - AREA (CONTINUED}

ARCHITECTURAL SIGN:FICAI'TCE (CONTINUED)

There is 1it. t le trace of the shipyarCs themselves along t:he banks of
the l{err irnack Ri.rer. An cccasionai oak pi le can be seen at low t ide. The
few structures that. were used as shops in the yards have been oestroyed.

The Merrimack Shipbuilding Dj-str ict does include several industri  al
structures.  These include 200 Merr inack Street and the Towle Si lversmiths'
located in a factory brri l t  by t,he Merrimack Arms Company in 1856. The only
major intrusion in this area is the t lould Sha,wmut Company which nanufactures
el-e ctr icai  fuses in a modern faci l i ty  at  374 l lerc imac Street.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFCANCE (CONTINUED)

The"Dreaonaught';  one of the famous nineteenth century cl ipper ships
was buii t  b1z Vii l l iam Currier and James L. Townsend in the lzard at the foot of
Ashland Street in 1853. In 1860 thi-s vessel  nade the voyage from New York
to England in an unequalled saii inqr t. ime of nine dalzs and thirteen hours.

l . lany nercfant vessels were buil t .  j-n Newburyportrs shipyards. They were
ernployed, f.or the most part, in the East India and China trades. I"Ian1r sf thes
vessels were capturei  by Confederate cruisers dur ing the Civ i l  War.  Others
were later sold in Europe or employed in the coal and lumber trade on the
Paci f ic  coast.

During the Civi l  War the gunboat "Marblehead" of 529 tons and the
steaner "Ascutney" of 1040 tons were buil t  by GeorEe tr{. Jackman, Jx. for the
United States Government,  The Jackman fami l ) 'bui1t  ships at  the foot of
Forrester Street beLween LB22 and 1875. In 1866 and 1867 the steamshi-ps
"Ontar io" and "Er ie" were bui l t  in th is yard.

Shipbuilding remained a prosperous industrlz unti l  1BB3 when the ship
"Ir lary L. Cushing" was launched from the yard of John Currier, Jr. This was
the last  square r igged vessel  bui l t  in the area. Curr ier  had been bui ld ing
ships in the yard adjacent to l t{err imac Court since 1833, after building for
two lzears at  Moggridge's Point .  Between 1831 and 1884 Curr ier  bui l - t  n inety-
seven shj-ps and barks and one schooner, one steamer, and one scow of 204
tons. Donald McKal ' ,  one of  the most famous bui lders of  c l ipper ships,  worked
in Curr ier 's yard for  a br ief  per iod before set t j -ng up his own shipyard in
East Boston.

Other shipbuiJ-ders in the Merrimack shipbuilding distr ict included the
Coff in farni ly wiLh several  yards at  the foot of  Jef ferson Street and a

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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HISTORTCAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONTIUIJED)

number of shipbuiiders occupying a yard at the foot of Ashland Street. fhese
occupants were, dt various times ELisha Briggs, Currier, and lt{cltayr Currier-
Townsend, W. C. Currier, Colby&tunt, Charles H. CurriereCo. r Georqe E.
Currier and Co. and W. S. Currier. The shipyard at Moggridge Point bey*ond
Union Court was f irst used by Samuel Moggridge. It  was later occupied
by the Merrills, including Orlando Merrill, the inventor of the water line
model.

Throughout the nineteenth century this entire district centered around
the shipbuilding industry. The shipyards are no longer visible but the
residences within the district remain, a testimony to the skill of these
shipbuilders.

Newburyport

building District
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