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7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area.

The development of the territory between Munroe and High Streets
began with the building of the Ocean Mill. Prior to 1845 there were
few buildings of any type and much of the land in this area was used for
pasture and tillage.

The Ocean Mill was incorporated in 1845. The land for the factory
between Kent Street and Carter Street from Munroe Street was purchased
from the heirs of Reverend James Morse. Ocean Street was laid out at
that time and the mill erected on the parcel between Munroe and Ocean
Streets. The parcel on Munroe between Warren and Carter was sold to
Albert Currier for the erection of a brick block of housing. This was
the beginning of the development of the surrounding residential area.

The millworkers,in need of homes close to their work, were the
nrimary. reason that speculative housing was ~onstructed on a large scale
in the next forty five years. Tanement housing for the Ocean fills was
puilt on Carter, Kent, Warren, and Munroe Streets. Several real estate
speculators owned, and built small homes and boarding houses in the
neighborhoods adjacent to the cotton mills.

The housing in the neighborhoods around the mill were of several
types. The first was a single family cottage, usually Greek Revival or
Victorian in style. These were often built in groups of three or four
along the streets running toward Merrimack Street. Carter Street is an
excellent example. A second type of residence is a larger home that
was used as a boarding house. Three such buildings were built on Munroe—
Street across from the Mill, by James Blood, a real estate speculator.
These too were generally Greek Revival in style. The construction of
these houses, in the Greek Revival style, continued into the 1880's.
Vernacular Victorian buildings and cottages with turned brackets
ornamenting the doorways and sometimes the eaves, were also common.
Workers inhabited these pbuildings,which varied from simple rectangular
gable roofed homes without architectural detail to simple but comfortable
cottages with interesting architectural elements. Row housing, though
less common, did occur. Albert currier built one such brick row on
Munroe Street.

—

The overseers and agents of the mills and the skilled craftsmen
associated with the industry also built homes within this district.
These homes were slightly more elaborate, as can be seen on upper Kent St.
(cont.)
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FORM A - AREA SURVEY (CONTINUED)
7. Historical data.

They were often a vernacular interpretation of one of the many popular
Victorian styles such as the Second Empire or Victorian Gothic.

The Ocean Mills Historic District is an excellent representation
of Newburyport's 19th century industrial neighborhood. Its occupants
worked in the' Ocean Steam Mills or in. shoemaking which had become a
popular cottage industry in Newburyport. The area is clearly distinct
from the elaborate formal homes of the High Street district to the
South and the Merrimac Street shipbuilding area to the North.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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