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?. Historical data. Explain the aistoricatrl'architectural importance of this area.

This area r>f Newburyport deve-loped as an amportant ;-ndustrial

oistr i-ct cluring the l-9th centr:ry" This develcpnent was well
established by che 1830's whe:: the Newburypci:t  l lo199r1' Ccmpany *al. 

-, . '
cperat ing in a bui id ing cn Pleasant Street.  In 1837 the Bar: t let  Steam

mif f s, f  or the rnangfacture of cotton sheeci-ng and shj-rt ings, was

establisi ie6 and two large brj-ck factories were buil t  on the pa::ceI of

iand borCering on Pleasa:rt and Inn Streets" This milI  employed an

average of  400 pecple and produced 2,CC0,000 yards of  fabr ic a year

This undor:btedl| 13nt an i irdustrial f lavor to t i :e area' -

luring the same period the area between Pleasant Street and Prince
place was c,ccupied by several honres, I ivery stables and biacksmith shops '
In the next seireral decades, the changes in Newburyport 's economy made
quite an impact on this area of Lhe cJ-ty. Shoemaking, previ"oqsly an

industry cagried out on a small scale in hcmes or wcrkshops of four or

f ive men,was org'anized into larger organizat ions.  By L872, lhere was

a shoe minufacturer at the Southeast corner of i{al-e's Court and State
St,reet. There was also a sraall  mil l  on Prince Place called' the Hope
Mil ls.  This f  i rm was noted for cof  fee and'  sPi  ces anc r+a's establ ished
in 1.E57.

The l -870's and 1680's were decades of  extreme growth in the shoe
industry in Newbu.rypart .  El- isha P. Dodge bui l t  the c i t1"s largest shoe

factoryl  today 2L-t3 Pleasant Street,  in 1873. The busi-ness grew

rapicl|  and ai: expanded. faci l i ty was needed within ten years. As j-s true

of-man| of  the men involved in the shoernaking industry,  Ei isha F.-Dodge
-\^ras i -n br:s j -ness under several  d i f ferenL partnerships.  Belween 1.S70 a.nf  '41
:he shce nanufacturers in the area adjacent to the central  business \-
d. istr ict  included tne f i r rns of  Dodge ani .  Baich,  Nathan D. Dodge and Son,
N. D. Dodge and Bl iss Company. In 1867 the f i rm Dodge and Danforth was
manufactui inq lad.ies shoes in the second story cf a wocden buiiding on
the Southeast corner of  Pleasant Street and Hale 's Court .  The shoe
iniustr lz prospered in Newburyport  unt i l  the 1930's.  The i" i : -11iam D-
tiann.rh Sfrbe Ccmpany occupied the E. P. Dodge Buii-ding and most of the
other bui ld i -ngs on Hale ' l  Court  and Tracy Place dur ing the 1920's.  At

least  cne bui lc l j -ng,  the E. P. Dodge Bui ld ing was occupiec by a shoe
manufacturer unt i l  the 1950rs.

(cont.  )

B. Bibiiography and/or references such as local histories, cieeds,
earirv maps, etc"

iB51 plar:-  of  Newburyport ,  Mass- H- Mcfnt i re
!E72 Map of  the Ci ty cf  Newburyport ,  Mass- D. G. Beers and Co.

i851, i87l  Ci ty Director ies
J.  J.  Curr ier ,  History of  Newburyport  L764-L905, vols.  I  and I I ,  repr int

assessorrs records,

Newburyport L977
S, Emeryn Reqiniscences of  a
newb,:ri, po rtffiTE-TFcE-s 7
Assessor 's Records 1890-1980

Newburypor!  Nonagenar ian, Newburyport '  1879.
1839
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ArchitecturalJ-12 this area has exceilent examples of iate i9th
century industrial and commercial architecture. Earl j-er domestic
archi-tecture vihich had been on the land. rrras removed. The only
residential struetures presently in the area are two homes on Prj-nce
Flace. Hugh McGlew, a blacksnrith wi.th a shop across the street, buj-It
the henre at 2 Pri.nce Place between 1351 and 1872. It  is vernacular
Victor ian.

Today the buil-dings in the Pieasant Street industrial area are
occupied by a number of industrial and commerciai interests. The
E. P. Dodge Building and Nathan D" Dodge Building are st i l l -  larEeiy
industrial in use.
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