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sPll A : AREA

MA,SA{GiTJSETTS I{ISTCR.ICAL CCIV$TISSICSI
394 Ir'ashingtcn Street, Bostoo, lA. 02108

Form nr.mbers ia tlris erea I Area letter

283-230 I H

Newburyport

(if any) I{ashengton Streetarea

ntial

Sketch n4. Ilra a g€aeral ry of the area ird.icating properties t'ritJrin it.
i{r.m!er eai*r prcrperty-for },'ti& indivi&E1 inventory forus have been co-rpleted.
I€be1 stree'ts (Gch:dirrg route ruders, if any) and iadicate north. (Attach a
s€parate sheet if spece here is not sufficient)

Distr ict

date or period Eighteenth and

nineteenth centuries.

Recorded by- MarY Jane stirgwolt

^-f ice of  CommunityCrganization "' _

Date L?-3C-B0

(Staple additional sheets here)

lJg v t : r \J |Jtrrel l  L,



ARG{TTECTIIRAL srGdrFICA}lCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character 
' 

'

and architecturally significant stl:uctures)'

The archi tecture wi th in the i l 'ashington Street Resident ia l  Distr ict  ranqes
from modest vernacular eighteenth century architecture to ful ly developed
examples of  the Federal  st lz}e.  One need onl1z walk up Strong Street to see
t-he hirre:-s i t rz of  e ighteenth and ear ly nineteenth st l r les.  The house at
( e-Frnnr^r qrroet is a two story vernacular with a three bay f acade, a t lrpical
J u g!  v: .Y

exa::rple of  the smal l ,  working class housing bui l t  in the area at  the turn of
the nineteenth centur lz.  The Joseph Atkins House at  9 Strong Street is a ' two
storv Georgian home r i t t r  h ipped roof.  Bui l t  on a hi l l  cver looking the I ' lerr i -
raackl tnis house is an excelLent example of a more pretentious Georgian
dwel i ing.  At  L2 Strong Street the Joseph VJi lson house is an excel lent  example
of the Feeeral .  sty le.  I t  is  Lhree stor ies in height wi th a hipped roof.  ILs
elegant doorwalz is present ly being restored'

FilSTORICAL tt*ttlgrq},lcE of area. (Er-plaiIl development of area, what ca'rrsed it',

and horo' it affected corrmnn'rity; be specific) '

The Wasi: ington Street residential distr ict grew gradually from the banks
of the Merrimaci< River to High Street. The interests on the v;aterfront
included mercanti le wharves and warehouses as well as shipbuild. ing which was
undertaken by mernbers of the Cross and Merri l l  fan' i l ies. The iocation of this

- _area, near t ire Market Square cofi lmercial distr ict and the waterfront made it  an
- i , i . r i  locat ion for  merchants and shipbui lders,  as wel l  as ski l led craf tsmen,

to take up r :esidence.

The elecJant Georgian gambrel roofed home at 48 Boardman Street was once
owned l:y Cap{.ain ,:amei ClarksonTr a lndriner. Later his son, a machinist,
l ived here.-  This i l lustrates the fact  that ,  a l though this area was or iented
toward the river trades in i ts crigj-n, the residents of the area changed
as did the economy of the city. Important members of the cornmunj-tv l.ived j-n

this area as well as seainen and merchants' The Towle famil ir  of si lr 'ersn' i ths
owned severai homes on Congress Street and Wil l- iam Hu:q publ- isher cf the
Newburyport Herald l ived on Merri l i  Street during the late nineteenth centu:y"

Thi.s :esidential distt:Lr:*- I irospered during the eighteen-uh and nineteenth
centurv. The oriqinal character of the area remains for the nost pa-rt j .ntacl-

I
I

I
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Assessorrs Reccrds 1g9C-1980
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INVENTORY FORM EONTI}IUATIO}I SHSST
-  |  - |  | |  |  | .  .  |  | .  !  l i ]=." ' *_.* . ' ' " - . ' .

i{AS$AG{TJSETTS Higf0ntcA[ COaCSSIOI
Office of the Secretary, Eostcn

ty: I Fora No:

Newburyoort I fi

rtv Nnne' H::ii:3lilr';ffi:
Indicate each iten cnr inrrcntory forlr r+triCr is being csntinr.pd belc*r.

FORM A - AREA (CONTINUED}

ARCHITECT1JRAL STGN]TICANCE (CONTINUED)

These homes are typical of the houses found throughout the !'trashington
Street distr ict. This area provides an excellent i l lustration of lhe
Cevelopment of a residential area which had its beginnings in the early
eighteenth century. Architectural styles dating from the mid and late
nineteenth century are also found in this area but do not extensively alter
the character of the district.
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