
The Purchase Street School 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Purchase Street School on the corner of Charles Street built in 1845.   Located at 3-5 
Purchase Street. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Replaced & Sacrificed along with three other schools to create the single Brown 
School at the corner of Milk and Lime Street.  
  
The City decided to build the Brown School in 1922, it was finally finished in 1924. The 
original building looked different than it does in 2022, the only image that I could find is a 
drawing in the newspaper. The school was described as having two wings with a daylight 
corridor extending the full width. The rooms were laid out so that every room would receive 
sunlight during some part of the day. The front of the school was altered at a later date.  
  
Four schools, the Temple Street School built in 1848, the Johnson School at Hancock 
Street built in 1853, the Purchase Street School on the corner of Charles Street built in 
1845, and the Bromfield Street School built in 1856, were all closed and the students were 
transferred to the Brown School in 1924.  
  
The Brown school was named for George W, Brown who was the principal of the Jackman 
school when he retired in 1926. (There is lots more information on George Brown on the 
map map.marybakerart.com)  
  
The City of Newburyport took four properties by eminent domain on Milk and Lime Streets 
to build the Brown School. (There is a lot more information on this on the map 
map.marybakerart.com)  
  
The Brown School closed 2015, in 2022 the City of Newburyport is still trying to decide how 
the location should be used.  

Bromfield was sold at auction1924 and converted to apartments.  
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